
There have been several re-
ports of slugs causing signifi-
cant injury to corn and soy-
beans.  Injury in one case be-
ing so sever that replanting 
corn was considered.  Hope-
fully this is not an indication of 
a significant future problem in 
cotton but it is well worth while 
to understand slugs 
and their potential 
for injury. 

The most significant 
injury from slugs oc-
curs during the 
seedling stage.  
Slugs will often feed on the 
cotyledons as the seed is 
cracking through he ground.  
Slug feeding causes injury 

ranging from ragging of the 
cotyledonary leaves to cutting 
the plant stem similar to cut-
worms.  Plant stand loss dur-
ing sever slug infestations can 
be enough to justify whole 
fields. The images on the fol-
lowing pages are typical of 
slug damaged cotton seed-

lings. 

High risk factors for 
slug infestations are 
easily recognized.  
Slugs are soft bodied 
organisms that are 
very susceptible to 

desiccation.  They need regular 
contact with a high moisture 
surface.  Fields covered with 
heavy plant residue, such as 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Slug Issues and Control 1 

Chili Thrips—A Possible New Invasive 
Pest of cotton 

1 

Stephenson Joins AgCenter 3 

Inside this issue: 

Chilli Thrips—Possible New Invasive Pest 
of Cotton 

At least two entomologists, Gene Burris and Dale Pollet, will be on 
alert in 2008 for the presence of a new invasive pest on cotton.  An 
early alert has been sounded by Entomologist in Florida that chilli 
thrips, Scirtothrips dorsalis Hood, could be entering the State of Lou-
isiana.  Selected monitoring will be conducted in cotton and ornamen-
tals by the LSU AgCenter entomologists. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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“Fields covered with heavy 

plant residue, such as corn 

stalks, provide the 

environment required for 

slugs to survive” 



corn stalks, provide the environment required 
for slugs to survive during the daytime hours.  
Slugs then feed at night when their potential 
for desiccation is lowest. 

There are not a lot of known methods for slug 
control.  The spray type options are products 

(Continued from page 1) 

with the active ingredient metaldehyde.  
The limitations of this product are applica-
tion, availability and often cost.  Metalde-
hyde is sold as granular bait with use 
rates up to 10 lbs product per acre.  Appli-
cation small quantities of granular materi-
als can be very difficult.  Corn and leg-
umes (soybeans) are the only crops la-
beled for metaldehyde application. 

curred in other states.  The chilli thrips has 
the potential to establish as a problematic 
pest for numerous crops including the follow-
ing-ornamentals, cotton, and various vegeta-
bles.   

A new emerging pest, such as chilli thrips, 
has the potential to completely disrupt cur-
rent IPM strategies used for management.  
Early detection and knowledge of the pest’s 
movement and damage potential is essential 
to prevention or crop loss, or unnecessary 
preventative treatments that might occur in 
relation to concerns of this pest, in the ab-
sence of monitoring strategies. 

Dr. Amand Hodges of the University of Florida re-
ports that invasive thrips, chilli thrips, is now a 
focal point for several university specialists that 
seek funding to establish monitoring support 
among extension specialists, regulatory officials, 
and industry regarding the movement of new, in-
vasive arthropod species through the ornamentals 
trade.  The micro-arthropod pests are problematic 
invaders that can be accidentally shipped from 
state to state undetected.   

The chilli thrips is of particular concern to the 
southeastern U.S., as it has established through-
out Florida and isolated interceptions have oc-

(Continued from page 1) 
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Slug injury to cotyledon cotton.  Note the heavy corn 
residue. 

Slug in a cotton field. 
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Tillage is the other control option.  Tilling 
fields incorporates much of dead plant residue 
on the soil surface, exposing more soil sur-
face to sunlight.  This reduces locations where 
slugs can hide during daylight hours, thus in-
creases susceptibility to desiccation. 

Fertilizer application has also been sug-
gested as a control method.  The idea is 
that the fertilizer “salts” the slugs.  While 
this method may suppress low population, 
there are little data to suggest that fertil-
izer application is a consistent control op-

(Continued from page 2) 

tion. 

Snails have also been implicated as a 
potential pest of cotton.  Snails are 
easily recognized by the presence of a 
shell.  Although snails can sometimes 
be found in large number on cotton, 
rarely do they damage cotton by feed-
ing on it.  Most snails are considered as 
detritivores, which are animals that 
consume decomposing organic materi-
als as a food source. 
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Slug feeding on cotyledons. 

Seedling damaged by slugs. 

years. Vidrine retired after 36 years of ser-
vice.   

Dr. Stephenson will have research as well as 
extension responsibilities for weed control in 
cotton, corn, soybeans, and milo. 

Dr. Stephenson brings extensive experience 

Dr. Daniel Stephenson has been appointed 
assistant professor at the LSU AgCenter’s 
Dean Lee Research and Extension Center, 
effective May 1. He will be replacing Profes-
sor Roy Vidrine who headed up this research 
and extension program for the past several 

Dr. Daniel Stephenson, Weed Scientist, Joins AgCenter 



in weed science and row crop agriculture to 
this research and extension program. He has 
worked the past three years as an assistant 
professor of research/extension for cropping 
systems agronomy at the University of Ar-
kansas Research and Extension Center in 
Keiser, Arkansas. He completed his graduate 
degrees at the University of Arkansas and 
Auburn University. Dr. Stephenson has con-
ducted or been involved with field research 
in corn, cotton, grain sorghum, peanuts, 
rice, soybeans, turfgrass and wheat. 

Dr. Stephenson will be responsible for devel-
oping a weed control research program in 
cotton, corn, soybeans and grain sorghum. 
His research will focus primarily on, but not 
limited to: evaluation of weed control and 
crop response of experimental preemer-
gence and postemergence herbicides; weed 
control programs utilizing newly developed 
herbicides; developing weed management 
systems; evaluation of reduced rates, adju-
vants and herbicide combinations; and weed 
management programs utilizing genetically 

(Continued from page 3) transformed varieties while monitoring for 
weed shifts and herbicide resistance. He also 
will provide assistance for the coordination, 
development and promotion of statewide ex-
tension education programs for row crop 
weed control using best management prac-
tices (BMPs).  

Dr. Stephenson stated that he is very ex-
cited about this opportunity to work for the 
LSU AgCenter and to provide leadership for 
research and extension programs serving 
row-crop clientele. He is looking forward to 
working with county agents, research scien-
tists, consultants, agribusiness personnel 
and producers to carry out the mission of 
the LSU AgCenter 

His domicile will be at the Dean Lee Re-
search and Extension Center at Alexandria. 
He can be reached in his office at 318-308-
6590, or cell phone at 318-308-7225.  The 
email address is DStephen-
son@agcenter.lsu.edu.    

Feel free to contact Dr. Stephenson for any 
information or assistance you may need. 
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Louis iana Cotton Bul le t in  

Cotton planting in full swing in Louisiana this past week. Clean cotton up to a good stand—the goal over the next few 
weeks. 
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Parish  County Agent Phone  Email 

Avoyelles Carlos Smith 318-253-7526 Csmith@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Bossier  Joe Barrett 318-965-2326 JBarett@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Caddo  John Levasseur 318-226-6505 JLevasseur@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Caldwell  Jim McCann 318-649-2663 JMcCann@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Catahoula Cliff Watts 318-334-0700 CWatts@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Concordia Glen Daniels 318-336-5315 GDaniels@agcenter.lsu.edu 

DeSoto  Hubert Wilkerson  318-453-1615 HWilkerson@agcenter.lsu.edu 

East Carroll Donna Lee 318-282-1292 DRLee@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Evangeline Keith Fontenot 337-363-5646 KFontenot@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Franklin  Carol Pinnel-Alison 318-267-3713 CPinnel-Alison@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Grant  Matt Martin 318-627-3675 MMartin@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Lasalle  Jim Summers 318-992-2205 JSummers@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Madison  R.L. Frazier 318-267-6714 RFrazier@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Morehouse Terry Erwin 318-282-3615 TErwin@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Natchitoches Hubert Wilkerson  318-453-1615 HWilkerson@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Ouachita Richard Letlow 318-282-2181 RLetow@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Pointe Coupee Miles Brashier 225-281-9469 MBrashier@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Rapides  Matt Martin 318-473-6605 MMartin@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Red River Hubert Wilkerson  318-453-1615 HWilkerson@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Richland  Keith Collins 318-355-0703 KCollins@agcenter.lsu.edu 

St. Landry Keith Normand 337-296-6859 KNormand@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Tensas  Dennis Burns 318-267-6709 DBurns@agcenter.lsu.edu 

West Carroll Myrl Sistrunk 318-267-6712 MSistrunk@agcenter.lsu.edu 

SPECIALISTS 
Cotton Specialist Sandy Stewart 318-473-6522 

318-308-5625(cell) 

sstewart@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Weeds Specialist Daniel Stephenson 318-473-6590 

318-308-7225 (cell) 

DStephenson@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Entomology Specialist Ralph Bagwell 318-435-2157 

318-334-0393(cell) 

Rbagwell@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Nematodes Specialist Charlie Overstreet 225-578-2186 Coverstreet@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Pathology Specialist Boyd Padgett 318-435-2157 

318-308-9391(cell) 

bpadgett@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Economics Specialist Gene Johnson 504-388-4081 GJohnson@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Fertility Specialist J. Stevens 318-427-4408 

318-308-0754(cell) 

JStevens@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Extension Associate Brandi C. Woolam 318-290-0625(cell) bgarber@agcenter.lsu.edu 
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