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Cotton off to a Cool, Slow Start— sandy stewart, Ph..

Some things have happened fast
and others slow to the 2008 Louisi-
ana cotton crop. According to
USDA, Louisiana’s planted cotton
acreage jumped from 49 to 68 per-
cent for the week ending May 4.
This puts us ahead of a five-year
average of 55% planted for this
time of year. Large equipment,
good soil moisture, and fewer acres
should make it no surprise that
planting has progressed rapidly.

Cotton that has been planted, how-
ever, has been slow to emerge and
grow off. Relatively cool nights
have slowed the early growth and
development of cotton seedlings.
Weather data recorded at St. Jo-
seph, LA show that the average
nighttime low for the past three
weeks has been only 56 degrees.
Although some days have warmed
considerably, the end result is a

slow accumulation of heat units, or
DD60s.

The chart on the following page
indicates that 165 DD60s have ac-
cumulated at St. Joseph over the
past three weeks. A five-year aver-
age for the same time period is 199
DD60s. Cotton can require as few
45 and as many as 130 DD60s to
emerge. Thereafter, roughly 50
DD60s are required to add a new
node or leaf. All of this adds up to
cotton that has taken a long time
to emerge and reach the one- or
two-true leaf stage.

Seedling Protection

Eventually, conditions will warm
and seedlings will begin to develop
more rapidly. In the meantime,
fields need to be monitored closely
for thrips and seedling disease.
There is a limit to how long control

(Continued on page 2)

Thrips Control—raiph Bagwell, Ph.p.

Heavy thrips infestations will likely start occurring as adult thrips move

from senescing wheat and other grasses to cotton. Cotton injury from

thrips may be more as growth is also slower because of the cooler than

normal conditions.

Treatment of thrips is only recommended when immature (wingless)

thrips are present. The presence of immatures indicates that reproduc-

(Continued on page 2)
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Cool, Slow Start (cont’d from Page 1)

(Continued from page 1)

can be expected from any insecticide or
fungicide, whether it is a seed treatment
or in-furrow product. In-furrow prod-

Accumulated DD60s from April 15 to May 5 at
St. Joseph, LA

ucts tend to last longer than seed treat- ;23
ments. 220

200
It is a fact of cotton production that the 180
amount of seedling protection needed is 160
a function of how quickly seedlings 140
emerge and grow off. With the slow 120
growing conditions we have experi- 100

enced, close attention needs to be paid
to fields planted two or more weeks

ago. Dr. Ralph Bagwell discusses thrips
control issues in this issue of the Cotton
Bulletin. '

Glyphosate Applications

As Dr. Bagwell points out in his article on thrips,
automatically adding an insecticide to the tank when
making an initial glyphosate application is not recom-
mended unless immature thrips are present in the
field. An additional point needs to be made con-

Thrips Control (cont'd from page 1)

cerning early-season competition. There is
sometimes a temptation to wait for cotton to
either gain some size or for a good weed flush
to emerge before making an initial glyphosate
application. In slow-growing cotton, this can

(Continued on page 3)

(Continued from page 1)

tion is occurring in the field. Reproduction occurs
only after the at-planting insecticide becomes non-
effective. Recommended foliar treatments, at
broadcast application rates, for thrips control are
shown on the following page.

Insecticides recommended for thrips control are sys-
temic, thus thrips are exposed only to the insecti-
cide by feeding on the treated plant. After feeding
on a treated plant, they normally die, but the act of

feeding by the large number of thrips results in
significant damage. Slow plant growth is caus-
ing more damage, because thrips are feeding
on the same plant tissue for extended periods.

Thrips are almost impossible to manage in the
current environment. Significant thrips damage
will likely occur regardless of treatments ap-
plied. If you want to manage thrips for minimal
damage, the best option is to apply a contact

(Continued on page 3)
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Cool, Slow Start (cont’d from Page 2)

(Continued from page 2)

allow for more weed competition. The damaging
effects of early weed competition in cotton are well
documented. Competition from weeds can be even
worse in slow growing fields, so keeping the beds
weed free should be the first priority early in the
season.

“Ragged” Cotton. Despite its appearance, no thrips
were found in this field.

Thrips Control (cont'd from page 2)

(Continued from page 2) products. Growers often want to tank mix an insec-
ticide with this application in the hope that it will

insecticide every 24 to 48 hours. This is obviously reduced the number of trips made across the field.

not practical. This practice is not recommended unless immature

thrips are being observed in the field. Unnecessary

Tak re when comparing different thrips treat- . - .
ake care when comparing differe ps trea insecticide can, and often does, increase the proba-

for effi .E | f h as th .
ments for efficacy. External factors such as the bly of an outbreak of other insect pests. For exam-

t of by alt te hosts and field mois- . .
amount of nearby alternate nosts and field mois ple, acephate and Ammo both increase aphid re-

ture conditions will have a very significant impact . . . . .
yslg P production. Application of either insecticide for

on the apparent efficacy. unnecessary thrips control when aphids are present

Finally, many growers are beginning to apply “over will only hasten the need for an additional insecti-
the top” application of a glyphosate containing cide application to control aphids.
LSU AgCenter Recommended Foliar Insecticides for Thrips Control.

Amount Product  Lb Active Ingredient Acres Treated
Insecticide Acre Acre Gallon or Ib.
acephate (90) 3.20z 0.18 5
Bidrin (8) 3.20z 0.2 40
Dimethoate (4) 6.4 oz 0.2 20
Dimethoate (5) 5.10z 0.2 25
Orthene (97) 3.00z 0.18 5.3
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