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Cutout Cotton—What to do Next? —sandy

Stewart, Ph.D.

Cotton fields that are ‘blooming out
the top’ with nodes above white
flower (NAWF) of 3 or less are a
common site in many areas of Lou-
isiana. Whatever your definition of
cutout, it is safe to say that many
fields have reached that point.

Having cutout cotton in Louisiana
on July 21 is not normally what we
expect. When it happens this early,
you can usually say yields are re-
duced and we’ll be picking
‘bumblebee cotton’ with only a few
bolls on very short plants. Cer-
tainly, that is the case in areas that
have received very little rain, par-
ticularly on clay soils. However, the
yield potential of many of these
fields is still decent, with 10-12 bolls
per plant. A lack of moisture has
been a factor, but the decline in

NAWEF and onset of cutout is also
partly a function of high fruit reten-
tion and a good overall boll load.

There still will be some manage-
ment challenges with cotton that is
cutout so early. Most of these
challenges will revolve around re-
sidual nitrogen that we can assume
is still in the soil. Even in fields with
a good boll load, there is probably
some residual nitrogen left as a re-
sult of droughty conditions.

What to Expect

There are two main things to ex-
pect will happen in these fields that
are at or passed cutout. The first is
that when rainfall occurs, there will
be some regrowth of plants due to
moisture and residual nitrogen.

(Continued on page 2)

Louisiana Cotton Acres Higher Than Expected—

Sandy Stewart, Ph.D.

At one time, the expected cotton acreage in Louisiana for 2008 was around

280,000 acres. The actual number of acres is still not completely known. The

USDA June estimate was 290,000 acres. However, according to Boll Weevil

Eradication Program mapping and county agent surveys, the final number is

likely to be slightly greater than 300,000 acres. At least some of the increase

over previous surveys seems to be due to greater than expected acreage of cot-

ton planted following wheat.

The top ten cotton producing parishes in Louisiana in 2008, in order from highest

to lowest, will be Tensas, Catahoula, Madison, Concordia, Franklin, Caddo, East

Carroll, Avoyelles, Rapides, and Morehouse.
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Cutout Cotton (cont’d from Page 1)

(Continued from page 1)

Older bolls become progressively weaker sinks, or
draws, on water and photosynthate. We are cur-
rently adding very little additional fruit load to these
plants, so as bolls mature
there is progressively less
draw on the plant’s en-

ergy.

Cotton, being the peren-
nial that it is, will likely
resume some sort of ter-
minal growth with ade-
guate moisture and the
expected residual fertility.
It should be remembered
that these new squares
added to the plant with
regrowth in the terminal
are of little value and are likely to create the
‘phantom bolls’ that are not worth waiting to ma-
ture.

The second thing to expect is that the bolls on these
plants are likely to mature quickly. Some fields in
Louisiana should have a first cracked boll within a
week’s time. As high as early retention has been and
as compact as the fruiting nodes with harvestable
bolls are, these fields are likely to open very quickly.
In many of these cutout fields in Louisiana, it will be
an early crop that matures and opens rapidly.

Management Options

Management options for these fields are limited.
However, the situation most growers will want to
avoid is the extreme terminal growth and buggy
whipping that can occur following some rainfall
events. Several questions have come up about the
use of mepiquat to control this expected regrowth.

Admittedly, there are very little data on which to

make a good recommendation for PGRs in these
situations. With no rainfall, there will be no
need to make any PGR applications. However,
assuming there is some rainfall, growers may
want to make a high rate application of mepi-
guat to limit regrowth
in the terminal.

The highest labeled
rate for Pentia,
Mepex, and other ge-
neric mepiquat chlo-
ride formulations is
24 oz in one applica-
tion and 48 total for
the year. The highest
labeled rate for
Stance is 4 oz, not to
exceed 22 oz in one
year.

Prior experience with cutout applications indi-
cates that 1) the highest labeled rate is needed,
2) no yield response should be expected, and 3)
some reductions in terminal regrowth can be
achieved, but a complete reduction is not a real-
istic expectation.

Terminating irrigation, if available, is not an ex-
act science. A rule of thumb is to irrigate until a
cracked boll appears. Continuing to irrigate too
late can increase regrowth potential.

Thoughts on Defoliation

It is not too early to begin considering when
fields that are well-cutout will need to be defoli-
ated. Some fields in Louisiana will have a
cracked boll within 7 days. In most years, the
crop we actually harvest comes from a range of
12 nodes from the oldest to the youngest har-
vestable boll on the plant. In many of the well-

(Continued on page 3)
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Cutout Cotton (cont’d from Page 2)

(Continued from page 2)

cutout situations, this range is only 10 nodes.

A range of 10 nodes from the oldest to the youngest
boll in Louisiana is a very compact crop. Retention
has been high enough that we have probably re-
tained more second- and third-position bolls than
most years, so yield potential is still good. How-
ever, once the bolls begin to open, it can be ex-
pected that things will happen relatively fast. For
first position bolls, there may be as little as 30 days
from the opening of the first boll to the opening of
the top boll.

Cutout cotton that likely has residual nitrogen and poten-
tial for regrowth.

Defoliation timing on such a compact crop can be
very important for preserving fiber quality. Allow-

ing a compact crop to open to 90% before defolia- Due to the expected earliness of much of the
tion can lead to high micronaire cotton. With such crop and regrowth potential, defoliation is likely
a small age difference from the oldest to the young- to take place in hot weather. Tankmixes with
est boll, consider using a boll opener and beginning thidiazuron (Dropp, Freefall, Ginstar, others) will
defoliation as early as 60% open boll. In all cases, likely serve as the basis for most tankmixes. It
use a sharp knife to slice bolls and assess maturity. may seem early to begin considering defoliation,
but in the well-cutout fields being discussed
No recommendation will be correct for every field, here, maturity will happen fast and some con-
but a compact crop dictates that boll maturity and sideration now is prudent.

defoliation timing should receive a lot of attention.

Plant Growth Regulator Management in Double-Cropped
COtton—Sandy Stewart, Ph.D.

At the opposite end of the spectrum from well-cutout cotton is the later planted cotton following wheat.
Some of these fields have begun to flower, while other will within the next 10-14 days. Some considera-
tions for PGR management follow.

In most double-cropped situations, initial applications should be timed to first bloom. Management of
rank growth through the use of mepiquat usually does not need to be as aggressive as with earlier
planted cotton. With good boll retention on the first five nodes, the fruit load on the plant will serve as
the best regulator of rank growth.

(Continued on page 4)
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PGR Management in Double-Cropped Cotton (contd from Page 3)

(Continued from page 3)

Double-cropped cotton can be slow to reach full
canopy. In some fields, full canopy closure may
not occur. Lack of canopy closure can increase
weed pressure, particularly in mid- or late-season.
Overly aggressive PGR applications can slow can-
opy closure in double-crop cotton, and lead to
more weed germination. The idea is to allow the
plant get as much size as possible prior to bloom
and then use mepiquat as tool to enhance earli-

ness.

Dr. Bill Williams Accepts Weed Science Position

Dr. Bill Williams has accepted the Weed Specialist sibilities. With the threat of herbicide resistance

position located at the Scot Center in Winns- and the complexities of all of the herbicide traits
boro. The appointment was effective July 1, 2008 currently on the market, we are fortunate to have
and is 75% extension and 25% research. Dr. Wil- an extension weed specialist located at the Scott
liams will have statewide extension responsibilities Center. He will coordinate weed control education
for developing, coordinating and conducting weed programs with Dr. Daniel Stephenson of the Dean
management education programs in agricultural Lee Research Station.

crops including cotton, soybean, corn, small
grains, and forages. His office will be located
at the Scott Center in Winnsboro, and he can
be contacted at (318) 334-3360 or
bwilliams@agcenter.lsu.edu.

Dr. Williams received his Ph.D. in Agronomy
with an emphasis on weed science in 1996
from the University of Wisconsin. He has
served the AgCenter as the project leader for
corn, rice, grain sorghum, and small grains
weed management research at the Northeast
Research Station since December of 1996.

The LSU AgCenter is pleased that Dr. Williams
has agreed to assume these extension respon-
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Support Cotton With What You Wear-sandy stewart, ph.D.

The following is an editorial | wrote as the Extension
Cotton Specialist in Louisiana to share with you a
small way we can support the cotton industry.

The demand for cotton fiber in the United States
and worldwide is one of the success stories of cot-
ton promotion organizations like Cotton Incorpo-
rated. Competition from synthetic fibers has been
and always will be of great interest to the cotton
industry.

For that reason, those of us involved in the cotton
industry need to support our own product by wear-
ing 100% cotton in our everyday lives. This includes
growers, county agents, consultants, seed and
chemical company reps, and others.

Many of the popular work pants and shirts may ap-

pear to be made of 100% cotton when, in fact, they
are not. Work shirts that advertise UPF30, UPF40,
etc. sunblock are made of 100% nylon, polyester, or

contain very little cotton. One company that
supplies these types of shirts even advertises
that “cotton is the enemy.”

It would be presumptuous of me to tell you
what and what not to wear. If you ask my wife,
you will find quickly that | am also in no way a
fashion consultant. But | do work in the cotton
industry and have great interest in its fortunes.
Subscribers to this newsletter do as well. There-
fore, | have no interest in wearing less than
100% cotton to work.

If its 100% cotton, companies usually advertise
it as such. At the very least, read the label. It's
almost impossible to find one that reads “Made
in the U.S.A.” But, with a little diligence cotton
folks can ensure that they are supporting the
industry on which they depend by finding labels
that say “100% Cotton.”
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Avoyelles Carlos Smith 318-253-7526 Csmith@agcenter.Isu.edu
Bossier Joe Barrett 318-965-2326 JBarett@agcenter.lsu.edu
- Caddo John Levasseur 318-226-6505 JLevasseur@agcenter.lsu.edu
Research & Extension
Caldwell Jim McCann 318-649-2663 JMcCann@agcenter.lsu.edu
2l7o SEEE7 S Catahoula Cliff Watts 318-334-0700 CWatts@agcenter.lsu.edu
Burch and D&PL Associate Professor
and Cotton Specialist Concordia Glen Daniels 318-336-5315 GDaniels@agcenter.lsu.edu
DeSoto Hubert Wilkerson 318-453-1615 HWilkerson@agcenter.lsu.edu
Dean Lee Research Station East Carroll Donna Lee 318-282-1292 DRLee@agcenter.lsu.edu
8105 Tom Bowman Drive i ith | d
Alexandria, LA 71302 Evangeline Keith Fontenot 337-363-5646 KFontenot@agcenter.lsu.edu
TherEs SHEATEEEE Franklin Carol Pinnell-Alison 318-267-6713 CPinnell-Alison@agcenter.lsu.edu
Cell: 318-308-5625 Grant Matt Martin 318-627-3675 MMartin@agcenter.lsu.edu
E-mail: Isu.
el SSEE e REEN. Sl Lasalle Jim Summers 318-992-2205 JSummers@agcenter.lsu.edu
Madison R.L. Frazier 318-267-6714 RFrazier@agcenter.lsu.edu
Morehouse Terry Erwin 318-282-3615 TErwin@agcenter.lsu.edu

LSU AgCenter Cotton
Extension

Parish

Natchitoches
Ouachita

Pointe Coupee

County Agent Phone

Email

Hubert Wilkerson 318-453-1615 HWilkerson@agcenter.lsu.edu

Richard Letlow

Miles Brashier

318-282-2181
225-281-9469

RLetow@agcenter.Isu.edu

MBrashier@agcenter.Isu.edu

Rapides Matt Martin 318-473-6605 MMartin@agcenter.lsu.edu

Red River David Yount 318-932-4342 DYount@agcenter.lsu.edu
www.Isuagcenter.com

Richland Keith Collins 318-355-0703 KCollins@agcenter.lsu.edu

St. Landry Keith Normand 337-296-6859 KNormand@agcenter.lsu.edu

Tensas Dennis Burns 318-267-6709 DBurns@agcenter.lsu.edu

West Carroll Myrl Sistrunk  318-267-6712 MSistrunk@agcenter.lsu.edu

SPECIALISTS
318-473-6522

318-308-5625(cell)

Cotton Specialist Sandy Stewart

sstewart@agcenter.lsu.edu

Daniel Stephenson 318-308-7225 (cell)

318-334-3630 (cell)

DStephenson@agcenter.lsu.edu
BWilliams@agcenter.lsu.edu

Weeds Specialists
Bill Williams

318-435-2157

Entomology Specialist Ralph Bagwell Rbagwell@agcenter.lsu.edu

318-334-0393(cell)

Nematodes Specialist Charlie Overstreet 225-578-2186

Coverstreet@agcenter.lsu.edu

318-435-2157

Pathology Specialist Boyd Padgett bpadgett@agcenter.lsu.edu

318-308-9391(cell)

Economics Specialist Gene Johnson 504-388-4081

GJohnson@agcenter.lsu.edu

318-427-4408

Fertility Specialist J. Stevens JStevens@agcenter.lsu.edu

318-308-0754(cell)
bgarber@agcenter.lsu.edu

Extension Associate Brandi C. Woolam 318-290-0625(cell)
Louisiana State University Center Agricultural Center, William B. Richardson, Chancellor
Louisiana Agricultural Experiment Station, David J. Boethel, Vice-Chancellor and Director

Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service, Paul D. Coreil, Vice Chancellor and Director
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erative Extension Service provides equal opportunities in programs and employment.



