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Concept

The MRHA seeks to develop, connect, and market
products that are grown or otherwise produced
within the region.
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development, small business support, cultural
preservation, and consumer education



Participants

Food producers
Vineyards and wineries
Artists and
craftspeople

Tourism and

nospitality

_ocal governments
Retailers of locally
oroduced goods
nterested others




Beginnings: The Missouri Regional

Cuisines Project

Seeks to market
Missouri wine and food
products using distinct
labels of origin based on
ecological regions
Labels of origin allows
the consumer to
distinguish among the
unique tastes and
attributes of products
from different regions.
Pilotregion, 2004




New Regional Cuisines Regions

Manitou Osage
Bluffs Region

Old Trails Region
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Building the Foundation: ExCEED

Initiative of University
of Missouri Extension
Develops regional
networks to support
entrepreneurship
Provides resources and
training that support
new, existing, and
potential

entrepreneurs




Current ExCEED Regions

ExCEED Program
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The MRHA Today

Formally organized in
2007, received 501(c)6
status in 2008
Governed by reps from
each county and “ '
stakeholder group
Part-time paid
coordinator

Logo trademark
received 2010
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Goals

Create a sense of quality and integrity for the

MRHA logo and name, adding value to labeled
regional products

Increase the economic linkages within the region

Serve as an access portal for tools and
pusinesses that can strengthen businesses

Protect, preserve and promote regional culture
Provide an authentic local experience to visitors
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Strategies

Create regional
identity, label qualified
products

Connect businesses
Showcase businesses
and products at events
Cooperative marketing
and public education
campaigns
Educational workshops
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Motivations for participants

Reduced risk in starting, diversifying or expanding an
enterprise through connection to the network

Including people looking to try on entrepreneurship
Access to new markets

Wholesale customers, retail consumers
Opportunities to promote the business and its products
Synergy of working towards common goals
Less waste of time and money by having access to a wide
array of resources and solutions
Principles of sustainability are promoted, providing future
generations with a healthier, more vital region
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A Few Numbers

60 members currently, 200 total potential
members

Tourism expenditures increased an average
of 10.5% per county (2007)

50,000 regional agritourism maps distributed,
second printing produced 2010




The Lesson of Rudy’s

With thanks to the Leopold Center at lowa State University

A 2008 study by the Leopold Center tracked local food

20AUGO O OOAAA £¢Xm 1T £ EO
sources, resulting in $168,000 added to the local
economy each year. But because each dollar spent by
20AU00 AUAI AO OEOI OCEHoc&®E.
buying by the restaurant contributes $326,000 to the
local economy.
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More from lowa State

A 2009 study by the Leopold
Center compared the prices
lowa consumers pay for
locally grown food products
and nonlocal products sold
by supermarkets. They found
that the a pound of each
locally produced vegetable
totaled $8.84 while its non
local supermarket counterpart
totaled $10.45
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To learn more about the

Mississippi River Hills...
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Universityof Missouri Extension k%, i
SainteGenevieveCounty .
Phone: (573) 883548
E-mail: JohnsonLK@missouri.edu
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MississippiRiverHills.org
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Place Based Economic
Development




